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Note: The Corps of Royal Canadian Mechanical Engineers was formed in 1944. 
The Unification of the Canadian Armed Forces in 1968 renamed RCEME as the 
Land Ordnance Engineering Branch. The name changed again, and when this 
was written in 1994, it was called the Electrical and Mechanical Engineering 
Branch. Finally, on 19 April 2013, the Minister of National Defence announced the 
restoration of the name of the Corps of Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers. The title has been changed to reflect the current name of the Corps. 


Part 1 - The Plan 


(Excerpted from the EME Journal, Issue 1, 1991 by Major J.P.J.D. Forget, Assistant 
Treasurer EME 50th Anniversary) 


As you all know, we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Royal Canadian 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Corps on 15 May 1994. For this occasion it was 
decided that the highlight of the celebrations would be the unveiling of a memorial 
monument. 


The preparation and planning for these celebrations started in 1987 with the 
assignment of responsibilities to different LEME organizations across the country. All 
the work and decisions made since that time were eventually collated and integrated 
into a document known as the “National Management Plan for the 50th Anniversary of 
RCEME Celebrations”. This is now the guiding document for all the activities related to 
the 50th anniversary celebrations. 


One responsibility that was assigned to the Canadian Forces School of Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering was to raise the funds required and procure a memorial 
monument. The fund raising objective was set at $260,000. 


This initiative was started in 1989 and is well on its way. At the time this article is 
being written, we are within $1,000 of where we should now be. However, much 
remains to be done since we have only raised 30% of the funds required so far. 


While the fund raising is progressing, we are now working on part two of our mandate, 
the selection and procurement of a memorial monument. 


Six months ago, different artists across Canada were approached and requested to 
submit proposals for our 50th anniversary memorial monument. They were requested 
to meet certain criteria in their proposals. 


The monument had to be constructed of lasting material (we wanted something that 
could last about 100 years without major deterioration), it had to be artistically 


pleasing, be militarily accurate, blend with the surrounding of the proposed site and 
be readily identifiable with RCEME. In addition, we wanted something that would not 
exceed $200,000 to procure and that would require a very low annual recurring 
maintenance. 


On the closing date for the submissions, 1 March 1991, we had a total of six proposals 
from three different companies. As most of you would probably have guessed, most of 
the proposals were centred around the RCEME hat badge. This is not surprising given 
the difficulty of coming up with a monument that had to be representative of our past 
and of the different trades in our Branch presently. 


The proposals were evaluated by the members of the senate and representatives from 
both the LEMEA and the RCEMEA on 8 March 1991. The evaluation was done in a 
rather formal way with each proposal being evaluated against 17 different factors. The 
factors had a range from zero to ten and were assigned different weights. The most 
important factors were five times as important as the least important ones. For 
example, durability of the material was fives time more important than the artist’s 
reputation. 


To the surprise of most people on the evaluation committee, the winning proposal was 
ahead of the competition by a long shot. Out of a maximum possible score of 590 
points, the winning proposal scored 504 points with 380 points for the runner-up. The 
best proposal was so clearly ahead of the competition that the winner was announced 
immediately and CFSEME was requested to start contract negotiations as soon as 
possible. 


The winning proposal was submitted by Sanderson Monument Co Ltd, from Orillia, 
Ontario, and it is the creation of Mr Sean Shields, the Art and Design Manager of 
Sanderson Monument. 


The monument will be made completely of granite in three colour ranges, black, red 
and grey. The new EME hat badge will be etched into the central piece of black 
granite. The oval surrounding the hat badge will be recessed with the deepest area 
being immediately around the badge, to a depth of approximately six inches, and 
gradually levelling out to the same level as the polished surface of granite. The details 
of the hat badge will be diamond etched by hand. 


Each of the previous hat badges will be carved at the ends of the two walls 
surrounding the central feature. At the back of the large centre piece, we will place the 
history of the RCEME Corps. To give you a feel for the size of this monument, the 
central feature, ie the large black block of granite will measure nine feet tall by five feet 
wide by one and a half foot thick. It will weigh over 17,000 pounds. 


The names of all the donors who will have contributed more than fifty dollars by the 
end of 1995 will either be carved or engraved on the monument. I cannot tell you the 
size of the letters as yet, but I can tell you that the larger your contribution, the larger 
the letters in your name and more prominent the location. Think about it; for about 
one dollar a month from today to end of 1995, you could have your name on this 
monument forever. If you think this is not for you but for all those rich guys like the 
majors and colonels, I would like to inform you that we have a master corporal who 
has pledged $5,000 for the 50th Anniversary and many privates will have their name 
on the monument. 


The Sanderson proposal met all the requirements as requested in the request for 
proposal. In addition, it was also seen as extremely functional. Being located directly 
in front of the CFSEME Headquarters at CFB Borden, it will be an ideal place to take 
pictures on special occasions like promotions, medal and certificate presentations, etc. 


Two factors considered during the evaluation were the financial reputation of the 
company and their past achievements. The Sanderson proposal received very high 
scores in both these areas. 


This company is the largest monument maker in Ontario and one of the ten largest in 
North America. It has many retail offices across Canada and has been in business for 
more than one hundred years, since 1872 to be exact. The company was founded by a 
young stonemason from Scotland, R.J. Sanderson. He had originally come to Canada 
to work on St James Cathedral in Toronto. A side trip to see where the limestone he 
was using came from, took him to Longford Mills, near Orillia, Ontario, where he later 
on set up shop. 


Sanderson Monument has been a family business during all these years. The firm is 
now headed by the great, great grandson, Don Sanderson and presently employs over 
45 people. 


This company is not new to the large monument business. Recently they were involved 
in three major projects, the monument to commemorate the papal visit in Midland, the 
Terry Fox monument in Thunder Bay ,and the Firefighters monument at their training 
college in Gravenhurst. 


We expect to have a contract signed with Sanderson Monument by end of May 1991. 
Although the contract negotiations are not over yet, I can safely tell you that this 
monument will cost in the neighbourhood of $200,000. It would be nice to have all the 
money in the bank before we sign the contract, but we cannot wait that long if we 
want our monument for the 15 May 1994. We will have to continue with the fund 
raising activities while the monument is being constructed. I am sure that the Branch 
can count on your generous contributions and it is with confidence that we will sign 
this contract knowing that the money will be there to pay for it. 


Part 2 - The Unveiling 


Excerpted from The EME Journal, issue 4, 1994 by by Colonel (Retired) M.C. 
Johnston 


In 1962 the RCEME Gates were built at the entrance to the RCEME School in 
Kingston to serve as an inspiration for current and future members of the Corps. 
Thirty years later, for this same reason, a monument was built at the School in CFB 
Borden to commemorate 50 years of EME service to Canada's Armed Forces. It was 
unveiled by the Chief of the Defence Staff with the assistance of a veteran Craftsman 
and a young Craftsman on 15 May 1994 as part of the EME 50th Anniversary National 
Weekend. To explain the EME Commemorative Monument, it is necessary to answer 
three questions: Why did we build it? What does the monument consist of? What does 
it symbolize? 


Why have we built this EME Commemorative Monument? 


A Branch Monument at the Branch’s School serves as an inspiration to members and 
future members of the Branch. That is why, in 1962, the RCEME Gates were built at 
the entrance to the RCEME School in Kingston. However, the school was moved to 
Borden in 1970. Therefore, when the EME 50th Anniversary celebrations were 
planned it was decided to build a Monument at Borden and have it commemorate 50 
years of EME services to Canada’s Armed Forces. (The RCEME Gates remain in 
Kingston where they continue to serve as the EME Branch Memorial.) 


What is the EME Commemorative Monument? 


In simple terms it is a central block, a hexagonal base, two low walls, a time capsule 
and a wide step. 


The central block is the main feature. Engraved on the front is our current badge, 
and on the back is a capsule history of our Branch. 


The hexagonal base supports the central block. Engraved on the front are our four 
trades badges. Engraved on the back is a list of the campaigns and peacekeeping 
missions in which Canada’s Craftsmen have served. 


The two low walls are on either side of the central block. On them are engraved the 
names of the donors to this monument. In some cases, donors have asked that 
instead of their name, the name of a person they wish to honour be engraved. On 
the ends of the walls are engraved our four former hat badges. 


The time capsule is at the back of the monument. Various mementos of the past 50 
years have been placed in it. The names of EME units which have contributed to 
the Monument over a five year period are engraved on the top. 


The wide step is at the front of the monument. Engraved on it is 1944- 1994 and 
our motto Arte et Marte, which means by “by skill and by fighting”, “par l’adresse et 
le combat”. 


What does the commemorative monument symbolize? 


The monument is more than some blocks of granite. It symbolizes our history, our 
accomplishments, and what we, as members of EME, are. 


Our history is symbolized by the names of the corps and services which preceded us, 
by the names we have had, and by the hat badges we have worn. 


Our accomplishments are symbolized by the list of where we have served and by the 
mementos in the time capsule. 


What we are is Canada’s Craftsmen, the soldier-technicians of Canada’s Armed 
Forces. Our four trade badges symbolize our tradesmen and tradeswomen who are the 
foundation of our Branch. Our motto symbolizes how we work, by skill and by 
fighting. The dates, 1944-1994, symbolize that we have been a separately identifiable 
engineering branch for the past 50 years. 


The EME Commemorative Monument represents our esprit de corps, our camaraderie 
and, above all, our satisfaction with a job well done. It was constructed at CFSEME to 
inspire our young craftsmen of tomorrow. 


We hope that the traditions and history demonstrated here will push them to continue 
to offer the quality of service we have established during the past 50 years, of which 
we are very proud. 





The EME 50th Anniversary Commemorative Monument being 
unveiled on 15 May 1994 at CFB Borden. 

L to R: Craftsman S.E.W. Facey, representing future Craftsmen; 
Lieutenant-Colonel (Retired) J.K. Bradford representing veteran 
Craftsmen; and General J.A.J. De Chastelain, the Chief of the 
Defence Staff. DND 
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The Commemorative Monument in 1994. 
The EME School headquarters building is in the background. 
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The Commemorative Monument in 1994. 





The front of the main block of the Commemorative Monument. 


The EME badge is engraved on the front, and a capsule history of the 
EME Branch ts engraved on the back of the block. 


The four trades badges are engraved on the front of the hexagonal base 
and a list of the campaigns and peacekeeping missions in which 
Canada’s Craftsmen have served is engraved on the back. 
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The two low walls on either side of the central block are 
engraved with the names of the donors to the monument, or 
the name of the person that the donor wished to A 
The four former hat badges vibe engraved on the ends of the 
walls. 





The rear of the Commemorative Monument in 1994. 
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The rear of the monument with the time capsule in the background. 


Various mementos from 1944 to 1994 were 
in the capsule, which has the names of EME units that contributed to 
the monument engraved on the top. 
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Epilogue 


In 2017, the monument was moved in front of the newly-constructed RCEME School 
building. The 14,000-square-metre building was named the Karen Ritchie building in 
2018. The move was not difficult, since it had been foreseen in 1994 that the original 
location would probably change in the future, and the monument had been 
constructed on an underground grid that would permit the whole structure to be 
relatively easily moved 





The Commemorative Monument in its new location in front of the Karen Ritchie 
Building. 
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